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On the Criterion of Interpretation: One of the Fundamental Issues in
Chinese Literary Hermeneutics

Li Chunging
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract ; All academic inquiry is oriented toward “truth” ; otherwise, it cannot be called academic inquiry. Natu-

ral sciences pursue the truth of facts, whereas the humanities pursue the truth of principles. Interpretation is the

most fundamental method of the humanities. It is neither subjectively arbitrary nor objectively passive, but a bidi-

rectional , interactive process. Interpretation is directed toward meaning, and meaning is neither inherent in the text

nor conferred by the interpreter; instead, it is produced within the hermeneutic relation. How, then, should the

result of interpretation—namely textual meaning—be judged and evaluated? If “the truth of principles” is to serve

as the criterion for evaluating interpretation, what precisely does this truth consist in, and how does it differ from

the truth of facts? On this question, the wisdom of the ancients, such as Mozi’ s “Three Criteria” (Sanbiao) , still

offers significant insight.

Keywords : interpretation; criteria of interpretation; textual meaning; Three Criteria
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