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Public Hermeneutics and the Theoretical Construction of

Contemporary Chinese Hermeneutics
DUAN Jifang® b
( a. Research Center for Aesthetic Culture and Critical Theory b. School of Chinese Language
and Literature South China Normal University Guangzhou Guangdong 510006 China)

Abstract: Public hermeneutics emphasizes that interpretation is public and conducted in public
space which is mutual understanding and communication in that space. Public hermeneutics puts forward
the concept of interpretation based on the premise of universal public elements and the origin of public spir—
its such as language logic and knowledge etc. which provides important theoretical path and methodo—
logical framework for the theoretical construction of contemporary Chinese hermeneutics. Examining public
hermeneutics in the theoretical framework of the Western hermeneutic tradition and the development of Chi-
nese hermeneutics can further discover and expand the theoretical enlightenment of public hermeneutics.
Questions like how the theoretical concepts put forward by public hermeneutics can more effectively become
ideological resources for the construction of contemporary Chinese hermeneutic theory and how to persist in
interpretive consciousness and improve the level of interpretation raised by public hermeneutics still need to
be continuously explored and developed by the academic community.

Key words: public hermeneutics; public space; public rationality; contemporary Chinese hermeneu—

tics
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