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Bring Citizens Back in: An Evaluation of Local
Government Innovation in Contemporary China

Gao Xiang

( Zhejiang University Hangzhou)

Abstract: Two main findings are reported based on a survey of nineteen local government innovation projects
from Zhejiang. First of all the innovation projects are effective institutions to improve governance performance.
The survey shows that the more citizens are involved in innovation projects the more highly they think of its ef-—
fectiveness. Moreover innovation projects havent played a full play in promoting good governance. On the one
hand the current innovations are not benefitting the majority of citizens as most of the projects only cover a
small proportion of local residents. On the other hand citizens tend to accept public services instead of partici—
pating in social governance mechanisms. The effective institutional arrangement of local government innovation
and the limitation of its practice show that bringing more citizens to participate in government innovation is the
key to improving governance performance.

Key words: Local Government Innovation; Governance Performance; Citizen Participation; State — society Re—

lationship



