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The Interaction between Investigation of Ethnic Minority Social Nature

and Historical Dispute in the 1950s
WU Ting-ting

( History Department, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

[Abstract| Through reviewing literature and historical studies after the founding of the New China, we
can find that in the 1950s, investigations of ethnic minority social nature were carried out to meet the political
needs of democratic reform in ethnic regions, to enrich social theory of Marxism as well as to emphasize
Chinese characteristics. More importantly, in academic perspective, social nature investigations responded to
the discussion of staging ancient history in the field of historical studies, and the data and conclusions were
widely quoted in subsequent arguments, which provided new material sources for establishing new theories.
The reason lies in the fact that the Cultural Heritage Law of Tyler and Morgan, a classical anthropological
paradigm, has caused changes in theory and methodology of Chinese historical studies. This is an important
theoretical project in the field of ethnic minority social nature investigation which has not been studied
sufficiently.

[Key words ] investigation of ethnic minority history; staging ancient history; classic anthropology;

cultural heritage law; discipline relation
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