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A Contrastive Study of Alternative Interrogative Sentences in

Tibetan-Burmese and Chinese Languages

DAI Qing-xia and ZHU Yan-hua

(School of Chinese Ethnic Minority Languages and Literatures, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081,

China)

Abstract: Through contrastive study, this article points out that there are similarities with differences at the

synchronic layer in syntax structures of the two languages while in the evolution chain of diachronic evolution,

the syntax structures of the two languages are of approximate sameness. The article argues that reviewing

Chinese from the Tibetan-Burmese language, evolution chain of the Chinese alternative interrogative

sentence could be possibly extended backward further, its primary form could be the non-marked

alternative interrogative sentences and the non-marked disjunctive interrogative sentences. If the Chinese

dialects were put into consideration, the evolution chain of Chinese alternative interrogative sentences

could be extended forward and could have the possibility of developing into overlapped interrogative

sentence. The article also argues that the factors that confine the syntax structure of alternative

interrogative sentences are the feature of language typology and the feature of each language systems.

Key words: Tibetan-Burmese language; Chinese language; Alternative interrogative sentence



