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The Vitality for an Excellent Academic Journals
ZHANG Xue-wen
(Xinhua Digest, Beijing 100706, China)

Abstract: Currently, academic journals’ development is facing the dilemma of anomie and homogenization. An excellent academic
journal full of vitality is not only the model complying with general academic norms, but also the flag showing personality and leading
academic innovation. Complying with the basic general academic norms means that the content of the journal should be rich and
colorful, with a wide range of research properties, in order for readers from different disciplines and specialties to evaluate and select it.
The basic elements for a canonical academic journal include the correct orientation, distinctive column design, simple and vivid titles,
canonical authors’ briel introduction and references, refining abstract, innovative body content, and so on. Showing personality and
leading academic innovation means that attention should be paid to enhancing the consciousness of the journal editors, cultivating the
editor group’s core competitiveness, providing a platform to promote and lead the academic innovation, adhere to a clear positioning
avoiding the trap of homogenization, taking the lead in the academic trend as the primary goal, and seeking open innovation as an
important development method.

Key words: academic journals; vitality; homogenization; academic norms; academic innovation



