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Space-time Consciousness and Cultural Differences of

Hermeneutic Activities
MA Tao

( Higher Research Institute of Hermeneutics University of the Chinese Academy

of Social Sciences Beijing 102488 China)

Abstract: Hermeneutic is always carried out in a certain time and space. The different space-time
consciousness of China and the West determines the different starting points paths and directions of her—
meneutic activities. Compared with the western hermeneutic activities which focus on the exploration of
the internal time consciousness of the subject Chinese hermeneutic activities pay more attention to the
spatial extension of the objective effect of hermeneutic which is not only reflected in the openness of
space embodied by the character "chan” but also reflected in the way of meaning reproduction embodied
by "yan sheng” and the hermeneutic goal embodied by "tong da”. Chinese hermeneutic activities focus on
openness derivation and quest of the accessibility of hermeneutic discourse in the real world while
western hermeneutic activities focus on the self-exploration of individual spirit which is reflected in the
spiritual transcendence facing the other world.

Key words: space-time consciousness; hermeneutic activities; meaning reproduction; cultural com—
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