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Logistics and Yan-lu: A Re-study on the Battle of Pyongyang in 1894

ZHANG Xiao-chuan

( College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: The battle of Pyongyang is a crucial battle in the Sino-Japanese War in 1894—1895. Be-
fore the battle, LI Hong-zhang, the Chief military officer, together with his subordinate generals and sol-
diers, suffered from accusation and impeachment for his avocation for peace talks. After Chinese troops
entered and stationed in Pyongyang successively, there were various disturbances resulting mainly from
military disciplines and logistics. WEI Ru-gui, the general of the Huai troop, whose troop has most sol-
diers of all, became the target of political criticism. During the Battle of Pyongyang, the Huai troop won
the battle in the south of the city while other Chinese troops of the Qing Empire lost the battle because of
the defeat in the north gate. Despite his persistence in fighting, WEI Ru-gui became the target of public
criticism. He was described as a defeated command who had escaped before the fight and the main culprit
for the lose of Pyongyang War.

Key words:the battle of Pyongyang in 1894; Yan-lu; logistics; LI Hong-zhang; WEI Ru-gui
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