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Real Existence of Mental Phenomena
WEI Zhi
(Institute of Philosophy, China Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Whether mental phenomena is reality or unreal illusion has been an important issue of theoretical studies,
and is proposed against physicalism thinking of mental phenomena as unreal illusion. Nonphysicalists defend its reality by
some thinking experiments. This paper makes further demonstration of it from three aspects as follows. First, the principle
of phenomenology declares the real existence of mental phenomena. Second, five steps are taken to demonstrate that men-
tal phenomena cannot be naturalized and cannot reduce or identify to physical things according to lots of facts, knowledge,
principles and rules. Third, by expounding awareness and one’s witness of the real existence of mental phenomena, the
concept logic of ‘reality’ shows that the ‘oneself-witness’ is a reliable way of concluding reality.

Key words: mental phenomena; principle of phenomenology; irreducibility; awareness; ego; oneself-witness; real existence
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