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The Well-Learned and Famous Confucian Scholar HUANG Zong—xi in the Early Qing Dynasty and
Western Science of Calendar calculation

SHEN Ding—ping

Abstract  According to Johann ADAM’ s enlightenment and his donated books, as well as HUANG s incessantly exten-
sive purchase of books, HUANG Zong—xi searched for the track of the development of Western calendar calculation in Chi-
na all the time. In all stages of the evolution of the pedigree of Western calendar calculation as well as his achievements, he
had his own corresponding works echoing with them, and conducted a comprehensive attention and some pertinent studies.
HUANG focused on the new achievements from concrete operation to theoretical system though, but tried to supplement
and correct the parts imperfect and erroneous rather than follow them blindly like sheep, which is a manifestation of his per-
sistent pursuit of realizing the mutual-communication between Chinese learning and Western learning. The profound influ-
ence of his persistent pursuit is the opening up of the way to quiet down the debates between Chinese and Western calen-
dars, revitalize the independent status of Chinese ancient calculation and establish the theoretical framework of Western

learning studied specially in the History of Ming Dynasty.

Key words HUANG Zong—xi; Western calendar calculation; Chongzhen Calendar (Shixian Calendar); mutual-communi-

cation between Chinese learning and Western learning
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