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Spatial Imagination and Cultural Nostalgia in Zhu Tian-wen’s Novels
LI Dan-zhou
(Institute of Urban Governance, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China)

Abstract: Aesthetic modernity is often used to analyze the self-fulfillment and everyday cultural practice of artists in
western literary theory. However, the “lyric” tradition is a branch of Chinese “heterogeneous modernity” that is different
from western modernity, which plays an important role in the construction of Chinese literary modernity. This paper probes
into the literary works of Taiwanese female writer Zhu Tian-wen, arguing that her urban imagination transforms from the
anxiety of cultural identity in the process of urbanization to the self -redemption in virtual space. This paper maintains
that Zhu’s works is influenced by Bai Xian-yong, Zhang Ailing and Hu Lan-cheng, according to her unique content
analysis and writing style.

Key words: aesthetic modernity; lyric; Zhu Tian-wen; spatial Imagination; cultural nostalgia
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