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Spatial Narrative in The Professor’s House

ZHAO Jun, ZHU Zhe
(School of Foreign Studies, China University of Mining and Technology, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: Willa Cather’s novel, The Professor’s House, is a work with strong spatiality. Cather’s adoption of the
narrative techniques such as juxtaposition and the perspectival structure and the creation of three different spaces—the old
house, the new house and the Blue Mesa help to display the intense conflicts between the protagonist Professor St. Peter’
s two selves in the imbalanced world and Cather’s concern and profound reflection of American culture. Adopting Gabriel
Zoran’s model of narrative spaces as theoretical framework, this paper explores the spatial narrative in The Professor’s
House from three perspectives, namely, topographical structures, chronotropic structure and textual structure. It explores the
roles the spatial narrative plays in providing readers insights into the novel and revealing the themes of the novel as well.

Key words: The Professor’s House; topographical structures; chronotropic structure; textual structure
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