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Time Anxiety and Its Surpassing in Tao Yuanming’s Poems
LIU Wei-an!, DENG Bang-yun®
(1.School of Humanities, Zhaotong University, Zhaotong 657000, China;
2.School of Literature and Journalism, Leshan Teachers’ College, Leshan 610064, China)

Abstract: For humans in civilized society, time has two dimensions, namely natural dimension and humanistic di-
mension. After returning to seclusion, Tao Yuanming both experienced time anxiety of natural dimension and humanistic
dimension. But he seemed to forget the existence of time, entered into a realm of life with “no joy or fear” High time
anxiety and return of the time blended in the spiritual world of Tao Yuanming magically, which not only reflected his
journey of transformation from the gentry to the hermit, but reflected the tension between his perceptual life experience
and rational thinking, The tension not only greatly enriched the thought connotation in Tao Yuanming poems, but is also
undoubtedly one of the most important reasons which form the unique aesthetic style in Tao Yuanming’s poems.

Key words: Tao Yuanming; anxiety of time; self—surpass; style
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