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Ritual Narration in the Composition of Myth in Modern Literature
JING Ying
(School of Liberal Arts, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: Narrative literature originated from myth, which has been widely recognized both overseas and in China.
Myth and ritual are inseparable, and, according to the theory of cultural anthropology, “the narration of myth is compatible
with the practice of ritual”. Myth and ritual are interwoven and mutual confirmation. Myth is a spiritual partner created
by human according to his own image, and rite is the mechanism to communicate with gods. Therefore, myth ritual is of
dual nature in connotation and form, and has a complete narrative feature. The treatment of ritual as the plot of narration
can make consciousness be back to initial condition and extend the space of psychological performance. As the frame of
narrative literature, ritual structure reveals the regression and surpassing hidden in works. There are two aesthetical tenden-
cies in the myth ritual in modern Chinese literature, namely, the exterior political pursuit which realizes the caring of the
society, and the interior literature pursuit which reveals the desire of surpassing the reality.

Key words: myth ritual; narrative connotation; narrative structure
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