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The Existential Predicament of Marginalized People
in Tennessee Williams’ Short Stories
WU Wen-quan
(School of Foreign Studies, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: Tennessee Williams is one of the greatest American writers in 20th century. His works are not only excellent, but
also quite abundant in his lifetime, including numerous short stories. It is also a part of his works which cannot be ignored. How-
ever, domestic studies on Williams’ short stories are quite scarce. His fictions mainly describe the disadvantaged on the social
margins, suffering from helplessness and hardships in their life and mental depression and anxiety. Williams manifests sympathy
for the weak on the edge of the society and cared for their inner world. This paper depicts in depth the characters in the short
fictions such as artists, other fugitive and fragile females, revealed their confused and lonely plight in light of the fact that their
souls cannot be attributed they cannot live in reality, and their identities cannot be agreed in the real life, which can understand
the theme of “marginalized people” in Williams’ works from the other side.

Key words: Tennessee Williams; short stories; marginalized people
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