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Classics’ Interpreting and Statecraft: Centered on Interactions
among Studies of Confucian and Taoist Classics

from Warring States to Western Han Dynasty
Li Ruohui

Abstract: Since the establishment of Western Han Dynasty, Taoism and Confucianism, relatively marginalized dur-
ing Pre-Qin period, consecutively served as statecraft theories for the royal court. It was a crucial task for the schools of
Confucianism and Taoism to formulate a coherent theory system connecting classics’ interpretation to statecraft. Jielao
({M#)) and Yulao ({#r#)), two chapters from Han Feizi ( 3% 3k F ), adopted a similar structure with Gu(# ) and
Zhuan( 4% ), two methods of interpreting classics, in the Shi ({3¥)) of Han Dynasty. The method of Gu adopted a conser-
vative attitude toward the preservation of classics, thus unable to be used as statecraft. On the other hand, Zhuan was
practical and flexible in its application of classics into the governing of state. In the reign of Emperor Wu of Han, the ne-
gotiation about Xiongnu between Wang Hui and Han Anguo exemplified how classics’ interpretation was connected to
statecraft to determine state policy. In this light, Confucianism and Tacism established a thought and classics system
called Nei Wai Xue/Shu ( B #F2/4% ) which linked classics’ interpretation to the statecraft.

Key Words: Classics’ Interpretation; Statecraft; Han Feizi; Lu Shi; Nei Wai Xue
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