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A Study of the Sophistic Statements in Chuang Tzu: The World
Zhang Rongming

Abstract: Chuang Tzu: The World features some Sophistic statements that are considered either as sophistry or as
philosophy. Our research shows that these statements can be classified into two categories. The first category reveals the
fundamental flaw of Mohist school’ s emphasis on logic only. As a result, the concepts normally have open connotations
that are undefinable ultimately. The second category has its focus on name, focusing on the uniqueness of name and the
separateness between names. It examines definite nouns and combined names that are made of piling nouns, and theoriz-
es qualitative reasoning proposition and quantitive reasoning proposition. The essence of Sophistic statement is to reveal
the logical flaw of the Mohists, and to establish the logic of the Logicians.
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