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A Study of Chuang Tzu’s “Drunk Words”
Liu Chang

Abstract: People’ s understandings of why Chuang Tzu spent more ink on “Drunk Words” than on “AHegories"
and “Quotes” vary significantly. Are “Drunk words” equivalent to “omens from heaven”? Are the “drunk words” relat-
ed to the omens of heaven or are they embodiments of these omens? Are “drunk words” words that comply with Dao?
What is the relationship between “drunk words” and “voice embodiment”? These questions have not been clearly an-
swered since Wei and Jin Dynasties. “Drunk words” are different from “omens of heaven.” To connect the two and take
the two as one thing was a practice that began with Cheng Xuanying’s interpretation of drunk words’ connection with
the omens of heaven as the former’s being an embodiment of the latter. This misinterpretation was not paid enough atten-
tion to and is still existent today. Besides, “drunk words” are indeed not specific words that can be quantified, but are
forms of discourse and ways of thinking. Their contents and features can be divided into six categories, among which in-
consistency and fallacy, and drunk words’ insistency on defending Dao whenever it is challenged are two of the impor-
tant features that posit “drunk words” on the same level with “voice embodiment.” When their values are taken into con-
cern, “drunk words” are ranked among the secondary positions among dichotomies like “heaven versus human” and
“Dao versus secular belief.” They do not belong to primary positions in the dichotomies, in contrast to things like “the
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omens of heaven,” “the evenness of heaven,” “the center of Dao,” and “parallelism.”

Key Words: “Drunk Words”; Connection with Omens of Heaven; Voice Embodiment; Holistic Way of Reasoning
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