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On Metafiction: “Self — consciousness” and “History — consciousness”

Shan Jianguo

( College of Foreign Langnages, Shanghai University of International Business and Economics, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract ; Self — consciousness is one of essential features of metafiction, which indicates the shift of author’ s
attention from outer representation to reflection on fictionality and textual creation of novel itself. Self - con-
sciousness of metafiction embodies itself on three levels, which is, the analysis of frames, play, and the reality
as construct. However, not all metafiction endeavors only for linguistic play. Historiographic metafiction para-
doxically recombines self — referential of metafiction with historical and social context. Accordingly, it owns
both the self — consciousness and history ~ consciousness.

Key words : metafiction; self — consciousness; history — consciousness
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