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The Politics of “Banned Books” : Tuibeitu and
Social Governance Between 1900—1927

LI Jun-ing
( Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Prohibition of prophecy books was an important measure of social governance in modern China.
During the Xuantong period, the Qing government banned the old version of Tuibeitu, which can be translated into
“the Back-Messaging Graph” , because people in many places took the book as a “prophetic” text to confirm the
imminent demise of the Qing court. However, due to the creation of new intellectuals and the marketing of publish—
ers, the new edition of Tuibeitu not only helped the revolutionary propaganda, but also participated in shaping the
mentality of all social classes in the Beiyang period. The spread of the old and new versions of Tuibeitu had both
benefits and drawbacks for social progress, but the circulation of the prophecy book was prohibited by the Beiyang
Government because it regarded this book as “superstition” and “evil talk”. The ban on Tuibeitu couldn’t help re-
alize the “proper governance” of the society, but erode the basis of “public opinion” for the authorities to govern
the country. Thus it can be seen that the Qing Government and the Beiyang Government had been discriminating a—
gainst the civil society and continuing the traditional way of governing the country through the combination of politics
and education. In fact, they lacked effective adjustment and response to the new social environment of diversified
information dissemination.

Key words: Tuibeiiu; banned books; the society in the period of the Republic of China; social governance

(8% 27 W)
On the New Trends and Countermeasures of
National Communication in New Era of China

CHEN Ru-dong
( School of Journalism & Communication, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The strengthening of China’s national power has promoted China to strive to improve its global com—
munication capability, which has also contributed to the expansion of its national influence. Therefore, China has
constantly enriched the content of national communication, increased the intensity of national propaganda, and con—
stantly expanded the scope of national communication, resulting in a good international effect. However, with the
increase of China’s national communication in degree and guantity, in recent years, it encountered some new resist—
ance and even challenges, which to a certain extent, affected the effect of national communication, and caused a
hidden worry of national development. Therefore, paying close attention to the situation of national communication,
and timely proposing and adjusting the skills and strategies of national communication to ensure national communi—
cation security is not only the realistic need to improve the national communication effect, but also one of the impor—
tant tasks of national communication theory construction. This paper attempts to analyze the new situation in the
field of national communication in recent years, especially the existing problems and challenges, and puts forward
suggestions and countermeasures for effective improvement of national communication.

Key words: national communication; trends and challenges; communication strategies; degree and quantity



