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How to Understand the Duality of Capital

——Also on the Political Economy Foundation of the

New Relationship between Politics and Business

Zhang Kai
(Department of Economics, CPC Central Party School, Beijing 100091, China)
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[ Abstract] The duality of labor, namely concrete labor and abstract labor, is the “hub” of Marx’s
political economy. The duality of capital as a derived category of labor duality, on the one hand is the
production process of use value, reflecting the attributes of productivity; on the other hand, the pro-
duction process of surplus value, reflecting the attributes of production relations. These two aspects
constitute the inherent contradiction of capital duality. This article follows the narrative logic of “labor
duality, capital duality, reative transformation of the inherent contradiction of capital duality”,
trying to provide a theoretical analysis framework of Marxist political economy for the new

relationship between politics and business.
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